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Introduction (What is it?):

As a result of close management of finances over a number of years Warminster Scout Group was, in

2017, in the fortunate position of being able to set up a ‘Support Fund’. Scouting is a wonderful

opportunity for young people to broaden their skills and experiences but it does come at a cost –

both of monthly subscriptions and costs for additional activities. Although the leaders and executive

committee closely monitor all expenditure to ensure best value for money, there are still additional

costs which parents and guardians are asked to contribute toward.

As an Executive we firmly believe that ‘ability to pay’ should never be a barrier to young people

entering and participating in the Scouting movement, and for this reason the ‘Support Fund’ is

available to all parents / guardians to help with the cost of Scouting if they need temporary

assistance.

Process (How does it Work?):

We recognise that asking for help, especially financial help, can be a difficult thing to do but we

promise that will be the hardest part of the process.

You can speak in confidence to either your appropriate section leader, or make contact direct with

the Group Treasurer (Email: Treasurer@WarminsterScoutGroup.co.uk). In all cases they will ensure

both discretion and support. The amount of support we are able to give will of course depend on the

level of funds available in the Support Fund, but we will do everything we reasonably can to provide

temporary support for you.

From your initial contact we will look to establish the level of support you need, whether it be one off

or ongoing and we will then discuss this internally within the Finance committee. This is a sub-

committee of the Executive, and there are 5 people who sit on this committee. The minutes where

any support requests are discussed are private and not released. We will reach out to you to let you

know the outcome, and duration of any support.

When a request is agreed this is advised to the wider Executive and general accounts as an amount

and a reference number. Nobody outside of the Finance Sub-committee is aware of to whom the

reference number applies, and no one outside of the Finance Sub-Committee and the section leader

are aware of any private financial matters.

Frequent Questions:

1. If I use money from the Support Fund, do I have to pay it back? No, the support fund is there to

support your child/ren in the Scouting movement. It is not a loan.

2. Is there a maximum length of time that support is available? No, there is no limit on the duration

of the support, although the support is limited by the amount of funds that may be available at

any specific time.

3. Are there any restrictions on what the Support Fund can be used for? Yes, the fund is used only

for activities for young people in relation to Scouting activities (such as subscriptions, camps,

activities)

4. Does the money come to me? No, the funds are transferred direct from the Group funds to the

individual section or activity for which they are to be used.

5. Can I make a donation to the Support fund? Yes, please contact your section leader or the

Treasurer and they will advise you how you can do this


